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Modernizing Rail Infrastructure 
to Meet 21st Century Needs



National Context
America’s population is expected to grow by 100 million 
people in the next 30 years. During this transformative 
time, many are working hard to maintain the political 
and financial will necessary to modernize America’s rail 
infrastructure in order to meet 21st Century challenges. 

President Barack Obama has set a national goal of giving 
80% of Americans access to high-performance rail by 
2036. The national passenger rail network includes three 
distinct types of corridors:

1.	 Core Express (220 mph) between large metropolitan 
areas on dedicated and electrified track.

2.	 Regional Express (125 mph) on a mix of shared 
and dedicated lines.

3.	 Emerging Corridors (79 mph) between smaller 
communities and faster passenger rail 
corridors.

The federal government is concentrating 
funding in six key corridors (see map to right). 

Chicago to St. Louis
Work is progressing on track and safety improvements to the 
Chicago - St. Louis corridor.  Illinois was awarded $1.1 billion in 
ARRA grants to replace and improve 183 
miles of track along the  route.  Ridership 
on the Chicago - St. Louis line has more 
than doubled in the last five years.  By 
the end of 2014, the line is expected to 
operate at 110 mph for 75% of its route.  
Once construction is complete, travelers 
can expect reductions of more than an 
hour in trip time as well as improved 
on-time performance.  Illinois has future 
plans to increase train frequencies and 
further reduce trip times in the coming 
years.

The Midwest, or “Chicago Hub,” Network is a 3,000-mile hub-and-spoke 
system radiating out of Chicago to serve every major city within a 400-
mile radius. With track improvements, advanced signaling equipment and 
safer grade crossings, it will become a modernized, higher-speed network 
serving 27 million people, including seven metro regions of at least 1 
million people. With a total GDP of over $25 billion, the Midwest is the 
world’s 7th largest economy.

Chicago to Quad Cities
Work will soon commence to construct a new passenger 
line between Chicago and the Quad Cities on the Illinois-
Iowa border, with a potential extension to Iowa City.  In 
2010, the U.S. Department of Transportation awarded the 
project a $230 million federal grant.  The upgraded track 
and infrastructure will begin hosting Amtrak passenger 
trains in 2014.

Workers rebuild track on the Chicago-St. Louis corridor.
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The new Uptown Normal.

Planned Midwest Network

                         “Our investments in high-speed rail and
                  transportation create jobs, foster economic
        development and promote economic growth.”
                            ~Illinois Governor Pat Quinn (D)



The announcement of high-performance passenger rail spurred 
major economic development in Normal, IL, a city along the 

corridor.  A new train station there was 
made possible by a combination of federal, 
state and local funding, including a $22 
million TIGER grant. More than $200 
million in private funds have already been 
invested in anticipation of the new rail line 
and station, including the construction of a 
new conference center and hotel.  Uptown 
Normal, where the train station is located, 
is a walk-able community brimming with 
economic activity. Property values are 
expected to rise further despite the national 
economic climate. 

The Midwest, or “Chicago Hub,” Network is a 3,000-mile hub-and-spoke 
system radiating out of Chicago to serve every major city within a 400-
mile radius. With track improvements, advanced signaling equipment and 
safer grade crossings, it will become a modernized, higher-speed network 
serving 27 million people, including seven metro regions of at least 1 
million people. With a total GDP of over $25 billion, the Midwest is the 
world’s 7th largest economy.
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Chicago to Detroit
The Midwest is now home to the first higher-speed rail 
service outside the Northeast: In February, 2012, Amtrak 
began 110 mph service on 80 miles of the Chicago - 
Detroit corridor owned by Amtrak.  The speed increase 
was enabled by the installation of a positive train control 
system and track improvements along the route between 
Porter, IN, and Kalamazoo, MI. 

The federal government is investing over $600 million 
for new infrastructure and signaling along the 280-mile 
corridor, which will allow for 110 mph operation on 77% 
of the route. It will also place 70% of the line into public 
ownership.

The Michigan cities of Troy and Dearborn are building new 
multi-modal facilities to seamlessly link passenger rail 
with bus, bicycle, pedestrian and road traffic.  Multi-modal 
connectivity ensures ‘investment-worthy communities’ 
that support business and leisure travel. 

There are 12 major companies that manufacture or assemble intercity passen-
ger rail cars and locomotives in the United States. Two such companies are GE 
Transportation (pictured above) and Siemens Rolling Stock Division (pictured 
below). An ELPC study found 489 companies in five industrial Midwest states that 
are part of the “supply chain” for these major manufacturers.

The new Uptown Normal.

Planned Midwest Network

     “Improved freight and
  passenger rail service is
     vital to Michigan’s future.”   
          ~Michigan Governor
                 Rick Snyder (R)

Designated High-Speed Rail

Other Existing Service

New Rail                         “Our investments in high-speed rail and
                  transportation create jobs, foster economic
        development and promote economic growth.”
                            ~Illinois Governor Pat Quinn (D)



The Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC) is the Midwest’s 
leading public interest environmental legal advocacy and eco-
business innovation organization. Our mission is to advance 
environmental progress and economic development together.

ELPC has more than a decade of experience working to make 
environmental, economic and policy case for a Midwest High-

Speed Rail Network. Our strong and steady commitment has led 
to consistent support for high-speed rail from a diverse group 
of partners, including businesses, civic leaders, labor unions, 
public officials, and transportation and environmental agencies 
at the federal, regional and state levels.
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  •  The regional network 
calls for a 3,000-mile hub-
and-spoke system of trains 
radiating out from Chicago 
to serve every major city 
within a 400-mile radius.

  •  Two major corridors 
will offer 110 mph service 
on over 70% of their routes 
within 3 years (Chicago-St. 
Louis and Chicago-Detroit).

 •  Travel times between 
major cities will fall from 
30% to 50%, depending on 
the corridor.

  •  The new network 
will increase service 
frequencies by 2-5 times 
over existing schedules, 
depending on the corridor.

  •  American-made trains 
will operate in the Midwest 
— specifically, 33 quick-
acceleration locomotives 
and 120 bi-level passenger 
cars to operate in Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Iowa and 
Missouri.

  •  By 2035, the Midwest 
Network will create 42,000 
jobs and generate $6.1 billion 
in sales.

  •  The Midwest Network 
is expected to attract 13.6 
million passengers annually 
by 2025, four times more 
than if existing service 
continued unchanged.

  •  An ELPC study found 489 
companies in five industrial 
Midwest states are part of 
the “supply chain” for next 
generation passenger rail.

 •  The U.S. Department of 
Transportation has invested 
over $2.5 billion to develop 
the Midwest Network.

Quick Facts About the Midwest Rail Network

About Environmental Law & Policy Center

www.ELPC.org
www.HighSpeedRailWorks.org
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