
ELPC has achieved extraordinary program 
successes and vibrant organizational 
growth over two decades. We have grown 
from a ground-floor start-up in 1993 to 
be the Midwest’s premier environmental 
legal advocacy and eco-business 
innovation organization with offices 
in seven states and Washington, D.C. 
We’re proud of ELPC’s impact through 
solutions-oriented advocacy strategies 
that achieve powerful results.

Through it all, we’ve effectively advanced 
three core principles. First, smart, 
strategic legal and policy advocacy can 

improve the Midwest’s environmental 
quality and protect our natural heritage. 
ELPC plays to win, produces results and 
makes a major difference for people, our 
communities and our environment.

Second, ELPC puts into practice our 
principle that environmental progress and 
economic development can be achieved 
together. That’s in ELPC’s organizational 
DNA. We do sustainability. 

Third, whenever ELPC says “no,” we 
always say “yes” to a better alternative. 
ELPC advocates positive solutions 
that are good for job creation, good 
for economic growth and good for the 
environment. That’s how to get things 
done in the Midwest (and much of the 
rest of the country as well).

This sustainable development principle 
of environmental progress and economic 
growth together is key to our success. 
ELPC’s founding vision is becoming 
today’s reality. Your partnership and 
engagement helps ELPC advance the 
right clean energy development for 

our region, transform the Midwest’s 
transportation infrastructure, and clean-
up the Great Lakes and Midwest rivers.

ELPC is very proud of our robust advocacy 
successes over our first 20 years, but 
we’re not resting on our laurels. We’re 
looking forward to seizing new strategic 
opportunities for a cleaner and healthier 
environment together with growing the 
green economy going into ELPC’s next 20 
years of successful advocacy setting a 
Midwestern model for our nation.

That’s why we’re here at ELPC – to make 
a big difference in our world!  We wouldn’t 
do it any other way. Full speed ahead for 
ELPC’s next 20 years of successes.

The Environmental Law & Policy Center (ELPC) is the Midwest’s premier public interest environmental legal advocacy and eco-business 
innovation organization, and we are among the nation’s leaders for environmental solutions. We develop and lead strategic environmental 
advocacy campaigns to protect our natural resources and improve environmental quality. We are public interest environmental 
entrepreneurs who engage in creative business dealmaking with diverse interests to put into practice our belief that environmental 
progress and economic development can be achieved together.
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ELPC Celebrates 20 Years of Advancing Environmental
Progress & Economic Development Together
More than 600 ELPC supporters, friends and colleagues 
gathered at Chicago’s Navy Pier Grand Ballroom on 
April 17, 2013, to celebrate ELPC’s first 20 years of 
successes, network and engage in ideas for the future.

ELPC Executive Director Howard Learner spoke to 
attendees about ELPC’s accomplishments, our vision for 
the next 20 years, and how ELPC is looking forward with 
excitement to new strategic opportunities for progress. 
He presented awards to founding ELPC Board leaders 
Ellen Craig and Robert Graham.

Chicago Tonight correspondent Eddie Arruza moderated 
an expert panel of solar business executive Julie Blunden, 
Baxter executive Art Gibson, and venture manager and 
political strategist David Wilhelm on future challenges 
and sustainable development solutions.

The vibrant event forum included a stunning solar 
walkway, wind turbines, electric cars and bikes, video 
dedications, and a delicious meal with food supplied by 
local farmers. It was a great celebration of ELPC’s first 
20 years of successes. Take a look at the festivities at 
www.elpc20.org.

From ELPC’s Board Chair & Executive Director

Board Chair Nancy Loeb and 
Executive Director Howard Learner

Founding Board leaders Robert Graham 
(at mic) and Ellen Craig were honored at 
ELPC’s 20th Anniversary event, which 
welcomed over 600 guests at Chicago’s 
Navy Pier Grand Ballroom.

Nancy Loeb, Chair
Daniel Levin, Vice Chair

Cameron Avery, Secretary
Ellen C. Craig

Harry W. Drucker
Manny Flores

Stan Goldblatt
Robert L. Graham
Scott Heidepriem

Lois Lipton
William McNary

Knute Nadelhoffer

Smita Shah
David Wilhelm

Brady C. Williamson
Howard A. Learner, 

    Executive Director

Board of Directors

Nancy Loeb

Printed on recycled paper with soy-based inks. October 2013



0

400,000

800,000

1,200,000

1,600,000

2,000,000

Pa
ss

en
ge

rs

2012 Passengers
from Chicago:

St. Louis
675,295 

Detroit
483,772 

Milwaukee
841,299 

2012
2011

2010
2009

2008
2007

2006
2005

2004
2003

2002
2013

ELPC’s Impact: Energy & Transportation Solutions for Climate Change in the Midwest & Great Lakes
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Solving our climate change problems is the moral, economic, 
policy, political and technological challenge of our generation. The 
Midwest is the center of our nation’s carbon pollution problems, 
and we can be a fulcrum for sustainable solutions that make good 
economic and environmental sense. Because the Midwest has 
a heavy concentration of old, highly-polluting coal plants and is 
the nation’s transportation hub, six Midwest states cause 22% of 
our nation’s and 5% of the world’s CO2 pollution. ELPC’s advocacy 
for clean renewable energy and energy efficiency policies, clean 
air implementation and enforcement, and clean transportation 
innovation is transforming these challenges into opportunities.

From our beginning, ELPC has driven new policies and promoted 
new technological innovation to transform the energy and 
transportation systems and markets. We’re achieving successes.

Wind power development has taken off. The state Renewable 
Energy Standards that ELPC helped design and advocate are 
making a difference, while technological improvements have 
made wind equipment more efficient. Iowa is now #2 in the nation, 

Illinois #4 and Minnesota #6 for wind power development. More 
than 40,000 new jobs have been created, we’re approaching 1,000 
supply chain businesses, and 13 wind corporate headquarters 
are in Chicago. Solar energy development is now accelerating. 
ELPC is driving policies to promote solar and remove barriers, 
while rapid technological advances make photovoltaic panels both 
cheaper and more efficient.

Energy efficiency is flattening and reducing electricity demand 
while creating new jobs and saving businesses and residential 
consumers money on their utility bills. The state Energy Efficiency 
Performance Standards that ELPC helped create, and now 
implements effectively, are driving $2.5 billion of efficiency 
investments in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan and Ohio. Highly efficient 
LED lighting technologies are game-changers; appliances and 
equipment keep getting more efficient.

ELPC’s and our colleagues’ Clean Air Act enforcement and legal 
and policy advocacy, combined with competitive market economic 
pressures, is forcing the clean up or shut down of thousands 

of megawatts of Midwest coal plants. Clean renewable energy 
is economically competitive versus coal, and energy efficiency 
is holding down demand. Chicago is now coal-free as the Fisk, 
Crawford and State Line coal plants have shut down, and old coal 
plants are shutting down throughout the Midwest. The electricity 
system is transforming to more fuel diversity, less pollution and 
more job creation.

Higher-speed trains are connecting Chicago to Detroit, St. Louis, 
Milwaukee and the mid-sized cities in-between as ELPC’s long-
time vision of a Midwest High-Speed Rail Network is becoming 
reality.  Advances in car technology and increased efficiency will 
greatly reduce pollution and improve national security.  These are 
game-changers for transforming our transportation system.

Going forward, ELPC will continue transforming the Midwest region 
into a center for innovative clean energy and clean transportation 
solutions that are good for our environment, job creation and 
economy together.

Amtrak Ridership Soaring in Midwest

Cleaning Up the Midwest’s Electricity Sector: Squeezing Out Midwest Coal Plants and Reducing CO2 Pollution

ELPC’s Vision: Repowering the Midwest with Clean Energy and Clean Transportation to Help Solve Climate Change Problems

Wind Power Soars in the Midwest

President Obama’s leadership and ELPC’s public policy, media advocacy and coalition-building 
is transforming the Midwest High-Speed Rail Network from vision into reality. Modern, fast, 
comfortable and convenient new trains will improve mobility, reduce pollution, create jobs and 
spur regional economic growth. Amtrak is achieving record ridership with faster train service. 
Modern railcars are being manufactured in the Midwest, and ELPC’s analysis shows 460 
Midwest companies manufacturing and supplying rail equipment, parts and services. Get ready 
to board the Chicago-Detroit and Chicago-St. Louis 110-mph trains.

Energy Efficiency Is Driving Down Electricity Demand

Protecting and Restoring the Great Lakes

The Great Lakes are an ecological gem and the planet’s largest fresh water body, supplying 42 
million people with drinking water, supporting diverse aquatic life and providing vital economic value 
and enjoyable recreational opportunities. The Obama Administration’s Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative, which ELPC advocated, has invested $1.3 billion for projects to clean up toxic pollution, 
combat invasive species, restore shoreline and wetlands, and improve water infrastructure.

ELPC is expanding our Great Lakes strategic advocacy. ELPC worked with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin, 
Alliance for the Great Lakes and other colleagues to help force the S.S. Badger to clean up its 
operations and soon stop dumping toxic coal ash into Lake Michigan. ELPC’s Great Lakes Perils 
Initiative will call for better emergency planning and emergency response preparation to mitigate 
pipeline spills and accidents at oil refineries and nuclear and coal plants along the Great Lakes. 
ELPC is exploring innovative ways to seize the once-in-a-generation opportunities to transform 
shutting down polluting power plants into new parklands along the Great Lakes.

M
id

w
es

t E
ne

rg
y 

D
em

an
d

(k
ilo

w
at

t-h
ou

rs
 p

er
 $

1,
00

0 
G

D
P)

Energy efficiency is reducing electricity demand. 
State policies that ELPC helped create and now 

implements effectively are driving $2.5 billion of 
efficiency investments in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan 

and Ohio. Lighting, HVAC and pumps and
motors keep getting more efficient.
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State EERS, other federal and 
state policies, and technological 
advances in lighting, appliances 
and equipment reduce electricity 
demand by 12%-15% by 2020.

State RES and other policies, 
increased wind capacity factors, 
technological improvements, and 
solar PV advances support 
ramping up to 20% renewable 
electricity supply by 2020.

Low natural gas prices result in 
combined-cycle gas plants 
displacing coal plants, and gas 
peakers take out the most 
profitable market sales for coal 
and nuclear plants at peak 
demand times.

Shutdowns of several old nuclear 
plants due to economics and 
post-Fukushima retrofit costs.

Federal MATS and CSAPR standards and state mercury and clean air standards
require retrofits of coal plants, which necessitate significant capital investments.

CO2  pollution reduction through Clean Air Act standards, Congressional legislation or
carbon taxes drives up operating costs of coal plants.

PJM and MISO EE and Demand Response programs alleviate peak pricing pressures, reducing
most profitable market sales for coal plants at peak demand times.

Expanded solar PV installations alleviate peak pricing pressures, reducing most
profitable market for coal plants at peak demand times.

Energy Efficiency
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